September 2020
2020-2021 year off to a great start
Hello Spartans!
August and September flew by in a heartbeat!
I didn't even get a chance to put together an
August newsletter! My apologies.
Students returned to campus, bringing back
the energy we all missed during their
extended COVID-19 absence. While things
look pretty much the same on the surface,
there are some changes. Classes and social
gatherings have a different look, with
everyone in masks and rooms at half capacity
to allow for distancing.
While athletes are having off-season practices
and a few scrimmages, the postponement of
all athletic events until spring has left a noticeable hole. Spring will be a
whirlwind of athletic events! We are all looking forward to seeing these
students on their respective fields of play.
While we wait for "normal" to return, if that ever happens, the gratitude felt
for the return of students to campus keeps us going.
Wishing you and your families well and feeling it all with you. Stay
#SpartanStrong! Sue Samaniego, CNCC Foundation Director

Saving Money on a Marine Science Degree... In the
Colorado High Desert
A community college in the landlocked state of Colorado, sitting nearly 700 miles from
the nearest coastline, might not seem the most obvious choice if you want to get a
marine science degree. However, according to Dr. Mario Sullivan, Instructor of
Oceanography at Colorado Northwestern Community College (CNCC), the ocean is
much closer to the college’s campus than you might imagine. You just need to know
where to look.
“The lack of an obvious ocean on our doorstep is a fair point and it’s something that
everyone questions,” says Sullivan. “When people bring this up, I like to point out that
Northwestern Colorado, along with most of the Western United States, was actually
underneath a sea during the Cretaceous Period, about 100 million years ago. As a
result of the transgression and regression of that interior seaway, we can walk right
outside of our classrooms and look at marine sediments. Of course, they are ancient
and they are fossilized but we can literally see a beach or an old river delta. So a lot of
those processes that we talk about in class, we can observe — at least from a
historical standpoint — right outside of our door.” Read more.

Fall events

Kickoff events were held on both
campuses during the first week of
classes. The Craig campus held a

The Rangely campus' Kickoff
event involved a kickball

cornhole tournament along with a
barbecue.

What sets CNCC's dental hygiene
department apart from other programs
in the state? Here's one way! Our
students had the opportunity to
become laser certified prior to
graduation. This makes them more
marketable as an employee and better
enables them to treat their patient's to
the best care. This year's training was
held on August 29.

Sea planes landed on Kinney
Reservoir for the annual Splash-In
event. Typically held in July, this
year's event was postponed due
to COVID-19 to coincide with
Septemberfest.

tournament and barbecue.
Community members were
welcomed at both events.

CNCC Rodeo Sponsored their
annual Rock 'n Bulls event on
September 5 during Rangely's
Septemberfest. A crowd gathered
to watch the bull-riding talent.

A freak snowstorm on September
8 found many students
unprepared for the sudden cold.
Thankfully, things quickly returned
to normal.

Athletics
Keep up with all things Spartan
athletics by checking in on the
athletics page of the website!
https://athletics.cncc.edu/

Become a monthly donor to help
Spartans Succeed!

Gifts to the scholarship fund are currently being
matched dollar-for-dollar up to $16,000.
Double your impact now at
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/SpartansSucceedMonthlyGiving!

Would rather give a one-time gift? Go to
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/Support_CNCC .
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