March 2022
Winds of Change
Hello Spartans!
It may actually be April, but this is the March newsletter. There's a cold,
blustery wind out there today, so it still feels like March. The last week blew
by so quickly I didn't get this newsletter out the figurative door.
There are many changes happening here at CNCC. The winds of change are
always with us, guiding improvement and new opportunities. Read on for
some of those changes.
Sue Samaniego, Executive Director of Advancement/Foundation

New Nursing Guaranteed Admission Pathway
Colorado Northwestern
Community College is pleased
to announce Guaranteed
Admissions in the Nursing
Program. This new pathway
will allow students to
guarantee their placement in
the Nursing Program while
they are completing their prerequisite courses at CNCC.
Many nursing programs across
the nation are competitive
entry. Students with the best
grades, test scores, and
increased coursework receive points towards entry for a limited number of spots.
CNCC will keep its competitive entry program, but the guaranteed admissions
program will allow students to know they will be admitted and will then be able to
plan their educational journey accordingly.
Guaranteed Admission students will be taking courses in Anatomy and
Physiology, Microbiology, Human Growth and Development in addition to Medical
Terminology, Pathophysiology, and Clinical Calculations to build a solid foundation
in the medical field before the start the rigors of a nursing program.

The goal is that by educating students with CNCC’s own talented faculty, ensuring
the content rigor, and by instilling high academic standards of excellence, more
students who enter the CNCC Nursing Program will not only finish, but excel in
passing their licensure exams and make amazing nurses in northwest Colorado
and beyond.
Students have the option of a one-year, full-time pathway or a two-year, parttime pathway prior to entering the 2-year Nursing Program. Students following
the 2-year pathway will be in line to receive an Associate of Science degree prior
to the Nursing Program. The guaranteed admissions pathway is also available to
concurrent high school students who are taking college-level classes at CNCC.
Any student interested in the pathway will need to declare their interest by
August 1st to start their guaranteed admissions pathway.
In addition to declaring intent, students will have to abide by specific terms and
conditions to ensure academic progress is being made. A 3.0 GPA will be
required, and students will not be able to repeat courses for a higher grade. If a
student cannot meet these expectations, they will still be able to apply to CNCC’s
competitive entry program for admission.
More information can also be found at cncc.edu/nursing-guaranteed-admission or
by contacting Elizabeth Johnson, Associate Dean of Career and Technical
Education, @ (970) 824-1119 or Elizabeth.johnson@cncc.edu.

Decreasing costs and improving student
success through OER
Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning, teaching and research
materials that reside in the public domain or that have been released under
an open license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose, adaptation
and redistribution by others. OER has the potential to make education more
accessible, enable the creation of relevant teaching and learning materials
aligned specifically to learning outcomes, improve the quality of content,
and empower learners to be critical thinkers and knowledge creators.
CNCC has received multiple grants through the Colorado Department of
Higher Education (CDHE) since 2019 that have led to many courses utilizing
OER versus paid textbooks. The first grant of $36,000 allowed transition of
26 high enrollment transfer courses to change to OER. This resulted in
approximately $68,850 in savings to our students in Fall 2020 and Spring
2021 semesters. In 2020, an additional $35,000 grant from CDHE led to an
estimated $40-50,000 savings to our students in the Fall 2021 semester.
The recent award of a $40,000 grant for academic year 22-23 will be used
to train and support faculty in equitable and inclusive (E/I) course
design. The goal will be to move already adopted OER courses to an E/I
template that will aid in improved student satisfaction and success.

Landing Your Career Day

With the high demand for
pilots and aviation
maintenance technicians in,
CNCC has increased
recruitment efforts for these
programs. Last month,
featured Landing your Career
day to introduce high school
juniors and seniors to career
options in aviation and
aviation maintenance.
Among tours and flights and
informational sessions, alum
Anthony Reedy from NetJets
spoke to prospective
students about his
experiences at CNCC and how they have helped him in his career as well as what
paths are out there for graduates from aviation programs.

Foundation Dinner and Auction a Success

Nearly 180 people attended the 18th annual CNCC Foundation Dinner and Auction
on March 26. The event was a resounding success. Although final figures were
not available at press time, the event will net over $64,000. Eighty percent of the
funds raised go toward current scholarship and program needs, 10% to CNCC’s
endowment for long-term investment, and 10% to current greatest needs.
President Lisa Jones welcomed the crowd and thanked the community for the
incredible support they have shown the College for 60 years. Vice President of
Instruction Keith Peterson emceed the night and served as auctioneer.
Aladdin Food Management Services provided a delicious “Mom’s Home Cooking”
dinner of pot roast, fried chicken, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, tossed
salad, rolls, cake, and cheesecake to fuel attendees through the evening.
Student scholarship recipients related their gratitude to the crowd for the
assistance they receive that will help them to meet their academic and career
goals. These stories reminded the crowd of the impact their generosity has each
year.
The auction brought bidding wars, impromptu song and dance, surprise items, redonated items, and a lot of laughs. What a great time!
This event succeeds each year because of the generosity and dedication of so
many of our community members and businesses. The addition of sponsorships
this year helped to raise even more funds for CNCC! Program sponsorship was
provided by Rangely District Hospital, Alliance Energy Service Company, and W.
C. Striegel. Dinner sponsors included Colorado Housing and Finance Authority
(CHFA), NAPA Western Slope, Rangely True Value Hardware, Diane and Frank
Sizemore, and Ann and Rick Brady. Dessert sponsorship was provided by Sue and
Robert Samaniego.
Donors of auction items included Big D’s, Blanco Cellars/Little Cheese Shoppe,
Ellen Boudreaux, ColoCPA, Glenwood Caverns Adventure Park, Hampton Inn
Grand Junction, Laurie’s Allison’s Pantry, Bill Mitchem, Moon Lake Electric, Nichols
Store, Prater’s Plumbing and Heating, Rangely Trash Service, Rio Blanco Water
Conservancy District, Sweetbriar, The Salon – Lindsey Wiley, Timberline
Bank/WealthSource, Town of Rangely, Shannah Wenzel, White River Market,
Yardley’s Auto, Rangely Conoco, Dr. Lisa Jones, David Hardman, Sue Samaniego,
Sasha Nelson, Rangely True Value Hardware, NAPA Western Slope, Ann and Rick

Brady, Diane and Frank Sizemore, Sam and Lonnie Tolley, James Caldwell, Blue
Mountain Inn, The Wild Flower, Keely Ellis/KE Creations, Jo Ann Baxter, Western
Rio Blanco Park and Rec District, Tim Webber, Bo + Nae Dog Biscuit company,
Pinon Tree Liquors and CNCC Agriculture, Aviation, Library, Dental Hygiene, and
Student Services (staff/faculty/students).
Cash donations came from Ducey’s Electric, Kevin Amack Insurance, Russell
George, Mike Miller, Reuben and Stephanie Talbot, Big D’s, and Todd and Sarah
Ward.
Volunteer support was provided by several Foundation board members and CNCC
faculty, staff, and students.
“Thank you to all donors, attendees, and volunteers,” said Sue Samaniego,
Executive Director of Advancement. “This night would not be possible without
you. CNCC would not be what it is without you.”

New Scholarship Fund Agreements
Two new scholarships are in the works for Fall 2022.
The first will be a new endowed scholarship. The Cesar Chavez Celebratory
Scholarship in Memory of Dr. Gilbert Santoscoy celebrates trailblazers who used

bravery and perseverance to battle prejudice and buttress challenge. With a
donation to this scholarship, you will help to carry on their legacy by supporting
students who represent community leadership across divides, cultural pride,
tenacity, nonviolent strength, and who desire to reach and serve in rural and
underserved communities.
Cesar Chavez cared deeply for the lives of farmworkers, the rights of all people,
and the future of the natural world around him. He united grassroots leaders and
migrant workers in the cause for human rights and equity. So assured of his
cause, he walked hundreds of miles and met with his community along the way,
to demand lasting change. His legacy is as vibrant as ever and his work continues
today in his foundation and with the efforts of the Cesar Chavez Celebration
Committee of Mesa County.
Dr. Gilbert Santoscoy was a general surgeon who took great pride in training and
mentoring others. He did so for over five decades with humility, grace, and
humor. He was bilingual and took an abiding interest in the lives of the people
around him, especially LatinX. The ease with which he connected to people
enabled him to help thousands of people during his lifetime. Like Cesar Chavez,
he led by example, empowered people, and ardently strove to make the world a
better place. Si se puede.
If you would like to be a part of building this legacy, donate online at:
https://tinyurl.com/32vpy9uy or mail your donation to the CNCC Foundation, 500
Kennedy Dr. Rangely, CO, 81648 and note “Chavez/Santoscoy Scholarship” on
the check.
The second scholarship will come from the Craig PEO organization. PEO has long
supported young women entering college right after high school graduation. With
so many women seeking to complete a degree or certificate that they did not
finish early on or looking to enter college for the first time later in life, they
wanted to support non-traditional students as well.
This scholarship will go to a non-traditional student who demonstrates strength of
character, leadership potential, academic promise, willingness to give back to the
community, and a well-rounded personality. The CNCC Foundation proudly
partners with this organization to provide women access to the education that will
change their lives and the lives of their families.

Donate Online

Colorado Northwestern Community
College Foundation |
http://cncc.edu/home/foundation
https://cncc.edu/

Printable Donation Form






