May 2022
Graduation and the Post-Graduation Slump
Hello Spartans!
Commencement...such a moment of
pride. You can see pride in the faces of
students, their families, their
instructors, everyone who watched
them reach their goals. It is always
difficult to choose the photos to share,
but I have pulled a few that best show
that feeling of accomplishment in the
faces in the photo.
The entire year leads up to this moment. Everyone is tired, but pumped up
on the success of these students. We spend several days celebrating
students and then...BOOM! Silence.
We may be able to get more work done at our desks, but the loss of student
energy is palpable in those of us still working through the summer. I am
smack dab in the middle of the post-graduation slump. It takes a couple of
weeks to get back to our normal levels of energy and begin to prepare for
the work that will culminate in next year's ceremonies. Gettin the chance to
revisit these memories has helped. :)
Sue Samaniego, Executive Director of Advancement/Foundation

A few photos from our various celebrations

Foundation impact by the numbers
As part of our strategic plan and accreditation process, we have begun to
evaluate not only academic programs, but also our non-academic programs for
their strengths, contributions to CNCC, and areas for improvement. I wanted to
share some of the data on Foundation Scholarships that was pulled for this
process. Each chart is followed by a brief explanation of what the chart is
showing.

Students who receive Foundation scholarships are more likely than other CNCC
students to enroll again in the next semester.

Students who receive Foundation scholarships are more likely to graduate "on
time" than other CNCC degree-seeking students. Graduating on time is defined
as completing a degree or certificate within 150% of the expected time.

The number of scholarships given each year is increasing over the past 5 years.

The average amount given per scholarship is increasing. This is very important
since students and their families are footing increasing percentages of their bills.

Two-thirds of Foundation scholarships are given to sophomores and one-third to
freshman. The Foundation has focused on using scholarship funds to retain
current students who have proven themselves to be a good investment. Proof
that this is working can be seen in the first two charts above.

Field Trip/Community Event Photos

One of our favorite things about CNCC is that our classrooms are everywhere .
We use the fantastic natural beauty and open spaces around us to build on our
classroom learning. Here are a few examples from the past month.

Students in Sarah Ward’s Human Anatomy and Physiology class visited Harper’s
Corner, an overlook located in Dinosaur National Monument, on April 26.
Students we able to enjoy the unique geology and beautiful views of
northwestern Colorado, while considering how the human body uses all 11 of its
organ systems to achieve tasks like…hiking!

On May 4, our equine students experienced the mounted shooting industry. They
got to learn about the level of training that goes into these horses to help prepare
them for competitions and how a young horse is started when being exposed to
gun fire.

CNCC Dental Hygiene hosted an Oral Cancer Foundation Walk on April 23 to raise
awareness and support for those suffering from oral cancer. Free oral cancer
screenings were available to participants. Big thanks to sponsors @velscopevx
@oraldna @perioprotect @co_dha @henryschein @steamboatdentistry
@castotwins2 @cncc.spartans!

Do We Owe You a Thank You?
Although Colorado Northwestern
Community College created the CNCC
Heritage Society to honor and thank
people who include us in their estate
plans, we also know that some people
like to remain anonymous. Independent
studies have confirmed this. Each year,
non-profit organizations across America receive more estate gifts from
people that did not share their intentions during life, than gifts from those
who did.
This is always a bittersweet moment. While we’re obviously grateful for a
person’s support, we’re also saddened by never having the chance to say,
“thank you.”
If you have remembered CNCC in your estate plans, please know we are
grateful – regardless of whether or not you decide to share the good
news. Although we would appreciate the chance to thank you, we also
deeply respect every person’s wish for anonymity.

So, thank you. And please know that we are grateful, both now and in the
future.
For more information about the CNCC Heritage Society, please contact Sue
Samaniego at Sue.Samaniego@cncc.edu or 970.675.3216. There is never
any expectation or obligation to complete a gift.
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