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Winter Wonderland
Winter has whipped in with multiple days of
single-digit temperatures and sub-zero wind
chills. Snow blankets our campuses and makes
for puzzling parking choices on some days.

While many dread this season, we prefer to
embrace nature's many moods to create outdoor
adventures. One example of this rises 40 feet
behind Hefley Gym on the Rangely Campus. The
ice climbing tower lost its battle with last year's
warm winter, but this year it stands victorious.

In this photo, Todd Ward (bottom left) and Jen
Rea (hidden) assist Landon Pirius from the
Colorado Community College System in
climbing the tower during a recent visit.

CNCC Alumni Lead Spartan Men’s Basketball

In fall of 2011, two Western
Slope teens, Nathan Terrin
and Thomas Powers, arrived
at Colorado Northwestern
Community College (CNCC)
with hoop dreams. 

Though the pair grew up
only 40 miles apart, they
had never met until they
donned red and black to
play for the Spartans in
Hefley Gym. Fast forward
eight years and the two
stand on the same court,
this time as the coaching

staff of the team that brought them together. 

Nathan Terrin, originally from Parachute, felt right at home when he arrived in
Rangely in 2011. “I grew up in a small town, so it was no big shock to me to
come here,” said Terrin. “I had goals and spent my time in classes and
shooting around in the gym.” 



Once he graduated from CNCC with an Associate of Arts degree, Terrin spent
a semester at Doane College majoring in biology, but found it was not a good
fit for him. He transferred to Colorado Mesa University (CMU) and earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in exercise science and kinesiology. This August,
Terrin will complete a master’s degree in coaching and athletic administration
through Concordia Irvine.

During his last semester at CMU, he participated in an internship with former
Spartan Men’s Basketball Head Coach Adrian Hayes, which led to an assistant
coach position in Sept. 2016. When Hayes left the Spartan coaching staff to
return to California this fall, Terrin stepped up to take the helm. 

Enter Thomas Powers, who traveled up Hwy 139 from Grand Junction to play
for the Spartans in 2011. Even coming from a larger city to Rangely, Powers
felt the step up in responsibility and pride. “It is a big thing, representing a
school and a community and being a part of a team at that level,” explained
Powers. 

Click to read more

Student Feature: Preslee Bunch

Grand Junction native Preslee Bunch was honored by the State Board for
Community Colleges and Occupational Education (SBCCOE) in December as
CNCC's Outstanding Student.

Bunch, a sophomore, received a Rising Star award last year. The Rising Star
award is given to two first-year students each year who demonstrate strong
leadership potential on campus. This year Bunch channeled that potential into
leading both Phi Theta Kappa and Associated Student Government. In
addition, she represents CNCC on the State Student Advisory Council.

A COSI (Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative) Scholar and recipient of
the Donald and Thelma Boyd Memorial Scholarship, Bunch is completing her
associate's degree this spring. She has focused on dental hygiene
prerequisites, as she will be staying on at CNCC to complete the Dental
Hygiene program.

https://athletics.cncc.edu/news/2019/1/21/general-cncc-alumni-lead-spartan-mens-basketball.aspx


Program Highlight: Dental Hygiene



DH students practice injecting anesthetic into chicken legs.
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Looking for a career change?
Check out our open positions at:
https://cncc.edu/employment-opportunities
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