
 

COLORADO NORTHWESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
MOFFAT COUNTY AFFILIATED JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 
BOARD OF CONTROL MEETING 
Special Meeting July 25, 2017 
 
Board Attendees:   Mike Anson, Zack Allen, Terry Carwile, Jennifer Riley, and Lois Wymore  
      
College:  Ron Granger-CNCC President, Scott Rust-VP Business, Janell Oberlander-

VP SS & Craig Campus, Denise Mosher, Jeff Grubbs – Associate Vice 
President Instruction, and Brian MacKenzie-Director of Marketing  

 
Audience: Sasha Nelson, Judy Lewis, Thomas Thornberry (Keller Law, LLC), and 

Dave DeRose 
 
1.0 Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence/Roll Call 

The Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was said, a moment 
of silence was observed, and roll call was taken. 
 
2.0 Approve/Change Agenda for the meeting 

Mr. Carwile made a motion to add an agenda item 2.1, authorize signing a letter of 
engagement for Butler/Snow, attorneys.  Ms. Riley seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Ms. Wymore made a motion to add item 4.2; hire CPA firm to perform an annual financial 

audit.  Ms. Riley seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

           2.1 Mr. Carwile moves that Chairman Anson is authorized to sign on behalf of MCAJCD, a 
contract for fees and consultation for Butler/Snow and that Mr. Anson and Mr. Carwile are to be 
made a point of contacts.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Allen.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
3.0 Executive Session– Pursuant to §24-6-402(4)(b), C.R.S., the conferences with an attorney for 
the public entity for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal questions. 

3.1 Mr. Carwile made a motion to adjourn to executive session.  The motion was seconded 
by Ms. Riley.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
3.2 Mr. Allen made a motion to come out of executive session with a second from Mr. 

Carwile.  Motion carried unanimously.  No action was taken.  
    
4.0 New Business 

4.1 Consideration of funding options  
4.1.1 Mr. Carwile moved that the Moffat County Affiliated College District Board of 
Control engage the firm of Butler/Snow for the purpose of drafting a ballet question to 
be placed on the November 7, 2017 election requesting a mill levy increase, the funds 
from which shall be used for the purposes set forth in CRS Sec 1 part 2 article 71, of title 
23, paragraph 4(a)(I)(A-E).  He further moved that the mill levy increase, if approved, 
shall terminate after a period of 30 years and that the mill levy assessment shall revert to 
the current level of three mills.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Wymore. 



 

 
Mr. Allen indicated that he could not envision a future where the CNCC Craig campus 
and Moffat County, as a whole, will continue to thrive without a community college that 
can meet the evolving needs of our region and its citizens that does not include a student 
housing program, increased offerings in Career and Technical education and Allied 
Health fields, and a 4-year bachelor of applied science degree in business.  It is for this 
reason; I support asking our citizens to support this tax increase. 
 
Ms. Riley spoke to the area encountering difficult times, and it’s clear that there is a 
need to diversify the local economy.  The growth potential for the Craig campus is small 
and not enough to keep the campus thriving without housing and the ability to grow 
programs.  The opportunity is now to take control of own destiny. 
 
Ms. Wymore spoke about the mill levy as an opportunity to grow the campus to its 
potential that was the original intent when the academic and CT buildings were built six 
years ago.  She expressed that due diligence has been met and moving forward in this 
direction is the best option. 
 
Mr. Anson indicated he has been on the BOC for seven years and during that time, on 
campus housing has been a goal.  When housing plans were first presented, limited 
funding was an issue.  The plans were changed to be less expensive but to the point that 
most everything was cut and the dorm rooms felt like cells.  At that time, it was decided 
to not move forward with housing.  Mr. Anson expressed that we have come full circle 
again, with housing plans completed but funding is an issue.  As a taxpayer, property 
and business owner, a mill levy will be felt and he asked if we are putting too much on 
to the community.  If the college grows, more staff and students will come into the 
community which will be a benefit in the long-run.     
 
Ms. Riley mentioned that ten largest businesses would shoulder approximately 71% of 
the taxes paid.  It was suggested that those companies are contacted, and the plan 
explained to them.   
 
Ms. Oberlander indicated that there had been a lot of research done to make certain of 
the viability and the decision wasn’t made lightly. 
 
It was asked if there was a specific mill levy amount to be listed.  It was indicated that 
the amount has yet to be determined. 
 
Mr. DeRose expressed that growth would be limited, if at all, should housing not be 
built.  Housing is an investment which will pay dividends for the community. 
 
With no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 
        4.2 Hire CPA Firm for Annual Audit 

4.2.1 No pricing or letter of engagement has been received from the accounting firm used in 
the past.  It was mentioned that the CPA firm might have undergone a management change, 



 

but employees may be the same.  Mr. Carwile made a motion to complete the BOCs audit for 
about the same amount with a completion date of around October 31st.   

Mr. Rust indicated that he would contact the CPA firm for additional information.  It 
was decided to postpone any decision until the next meeting. 

 5.0 Other Business   
       5.1 Student Housing 

5.1.1 There are no updates to report.  The Housing Committee will be reconvened to pass 
along any updates. 

 
6.0 Adjourn 

 
With no further business, Mr. Allen made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Carwile 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

 
Approved: 
 
________________________________________ 
Jennifer Riley, Board of Control Secretary  


